
Mission Possible: Building
Community, Uniting a Nation

Sunday, January 18, 2026 at 4:00 p.m.

The Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Annual Celebration
Committee presents the
15  celebration of the life
and legacy of 

th

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

 DR. MARTIN
LUTHER KING JR.

CELEBRATION

Garner Performing Arts Center

"Our lives begin to end the
day we become silent

about things that matter."

-Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Garner 2026



Program
Master of Ceremony: Mayor Buddy Gupton Town of Garner, NC

Welcome Mayor Gupton

Video Tribute to
Co-Founders

Mayor Ronnie Williams (Sept. 2020)
Mrs. Helen Phillips (June 2020)

Musical Selections Elder MarQuintin Wilkins and
Restoration Community Choir
Raleigh, NC

Keynote Address Rev. Tracy Bell, Founder
Life Tours Incorporated

Dance Performance Judah Generation 
Praise Ministries Family Worship Center
Raleigh, NC 

Student Presentations “Mission Possible: Building Community,
Uniting a Nation”
GMHS - Morgan Oliver
SGHS - Taylor Murphy

Closing
Remarks/Benediction

Dr. Wolfgang Herz-Lane, Member
Dr. MLK Annual Celebration Committee

“We Shall Overcome”        Restoration Community Choir & Audience

Dream In Action Award Presenter: Dr. James Ferry, Co-Chair
Dr. MLK Annual Celebration Committee
Presenter: Mayor Gupton

Dream-In-Action Award Recipients

Springfield Baptist Church has been a
supporter of the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Annual Celebration since its inception. Their
ongoing support and encouragement have
enabled the committee to continue its mission
to commemorate the life and legacy of Dr.
King. Dr. Kevin Sturdivant is the senior pastor.

Springfield Baptist Church - Raleigh, NC 

Mrs. Wilma Dunston - Garner, NC
Wilma is a founding member of the Dr. MLK
Annual Celebration Committee. She serves as
secretary-treasurer for the committee as well
as recording secretary for Garner Concerned
Citizens United, a collaborator with the
Celebration Committee. Wilma is a community
activist who takes pride in protecting the
integrity of the community. Additionally, she is

the coordinator for the Panther Branch Rosenwald Meals On Wheels,
a member of the JLBC Community Alliance and an associate
member and treasurer of the Panther Branch Rosenwald 
School Alumni.

Dwight has been a member of the Dr. MLK
Annual Celebration Committee since its
inception, serving as co-chair of programs. He
has worked on different projects through
Garner’s PAAL programs and is a lead
advocate for his neighborhood. Dwight’s
reenactment of Dr. King’s “I Have A Dream”
speech has led to many invitations at  

Mr. Dwight Rodgers - Garner, NC

churches, organizations and the proclamation of Black History
Month at the Garner Senior Center. He initiated the first annual
Unity Walk as part of the annual celebration and is the voice for
securing funding for the celebration. 

Congresswoman Deborah Ross (NC-13)Remarks

Introduction of
Keynote Speaker

Sherry Phillips, Member
Dr. MLK Annual Celebration Committee

“I Have A Dream” Dwight Rodgers, Co-Chair
Dr. MLK Annual Celebration Committee



Keynote Speaker

Tracy J. Bell, a Raleigh native raised in Garner, is a U.S. Navy
veteran, entrepreneur and pastor. After serving in the Navy

and working for the NC Department of Correction, he
launched B&J Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning. Answering
a call to ministry, he was ordained a deacon in 1995 and

later became assistant pastor at Poplar Springs Christian
Church. In 2013, Pastor Bell was installed as senior pastor of
New Bethel Christian Church in Raleigh, where he served for

12 years. He is the author of The Remarkable You and co-
author of Suffering While Serving, and is the founder of Life

Tours Incorporated, a ministry focused on holistic outreach.
Pastor Tracy still considers his wife Mary as his best friend.

They celebrated 34 years of marriage in February 2025 with
their four wonderful children and five grandchildren. 

To God Be The Glory!

Rev. Tracy J. Bell

On Tuesday, October 19, 2010, a meeting with the late Mayor Ronnie
Williams took place to discuss a partnership between the former
Concerned Citizens Alliance of Garner (CCAG), now Garner
Concerned Citizens United, and the Town of Garner to host a 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration. Along with CCAG, Mayor
Williams suggested several local residents be added to the
committee to ensure representation from all ethnic backgrounds. A
second meeting was held on Thursday, November 4, 2010, to plan
the first annual celebration, scheduled for Sunday, January 16, 2011,
at 4:00 p.m., with the location to be announced.

Dr. James Ferry, Co-Chair
jferry075@gmail.com

The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Annual
Celebration Committee

The initial celebration was held at the Garner Performing Arts 
Center with the theme, “Rooted in Love – Grounded in Nonviolence.”
The keynote speaker for this momentous occasion was Dr. David C.
Forbes. Dr. Forbes was active in the civil rights movement during the
1960s, having served as the North Carolina representative of the
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC).

Since its initial conception in 2010, the committee has been active
in several community projects to honor Dr. King’s dream and to
follow his legacy of serving others.

The committee is very committed to keeping Dr. King’s dream alive.
The celebrations are opportunities for the community to come
together to strive for a more equitable society. 

If you would like to become a part of this organization,
please contact:

Dwight Rodgers, Co-Chair
919.601.9579

Wilma Dunston, Secretary-Treasurer

Committee Members:  Gina Avent, Dr. Wolfgang Herz-Lane,
Wanda Micheal, Sherry Phillips and Danyelle Sanders



As Mayor of the Town of Garner, Buddy provides
strategic leadership to guide the town’s growth and
enhance quality of life. He has also been actively
involved in the community, having served on the
boards of the Garner Chamber of Commerce and the
Garner Police Athletic and Activity League.

Buddy Gupton

Congresswoman Deborah Ross represents North
Carolina’s Second Congressional District, which
includes most of Wake County. A civil rights advocate
and clean energy leader, she is serving her third term
in Congress, where she fights for equality, justice and
practical solutions for North Carolinians.

Congresswoman Deborah Ross

Dr. James Ferry has been an ordained Presbyterian
pastor for 51 years, having served churches in Japan,
Virginia and North Carolina. He retired as pastor of the
First Presbyterian Church of Garner after 24 years there
and now serves as a parish associate providing
pastoral care at a church in Raleigh. 

Dr. James (Jim) Ferry

Sherry Phillips is a community activist who works to
bring neighborhoods and the Town together around
common causes. She is a former member of the
Town of Garner’s Planning Commission, serves on
the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration Committee
and is an active member of Garner Concerned
Citizens United.

Sherry Phillips

Dwight Rodgers serves as co-chair of the Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Annual Celebration Committee and is
recognized throughout the county for his rendition of “I
Have A Dream.”

Dwight Rodgers

Rev. Dr. Wolfgang D. Herz-Lane serves as pastor and
mission developer for Garner's Lord of Life Lutheran
Church. Prior to this assignment, he was the senior
pastor of Christ the King Lutheran Church in Cary. He
has also served as a bishop for the Lutheran churches
in Delaware and Maryland and as a director for
missions in New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland and
Washington, DC. 

Rev. Dr. Wolfgang D. Herz-Lane

The Judah Generation Dancers, comprised of
young passionate and spirit filled believers, is
dedicated to ministering the Gospel of Jesus
Christ through a blend of contemporary and
liturgical dance. Through the ministry of
dance, they transform worship into a visual
prayer, using every leap, turn and gesture to
glorify God. 

The Judah Generation Dancers

Elder MarQuintin Wilkins and Restoration is a multi-generational
gospel choir comprised of gifted and anointed singers from the
Raleigh area who are united by faith, purpose and a passion for
worship. Under the visionary leadership of Elder MarQuintin Wilkins,
Restoration exists to minister through music that is spirit-led and
meaningful for this present age.

Elder MarQuintin Wilkins and Restoration 

For inquiries, bookings or ministry opportunities, please email
restorationchoir1@gmail.com.

Program Participants


