Garner Veterans Advisory Committee Meeting
Meeting Minutes
White Deer Park
December 9, 2019 - 9:00 AM

A) Call meeting to order: 9:00 by Don Searles
· Members: 
· Jeff Hicks, Charles Scott, Richard Ripley, Don Searles, Spence Cardwell
· Absent:  Matt Padone
· Ex-officio Members: 
· Terry Chatfield (AL), Bob Carter (VFW), Willis McCoy (DAV)
· Absent:
· Excused: Mayor Marshburn  
· Town Staff:  Rob Smith, Katie Lockhart
· Town Liaison: Ken Marshburn (absent due to late notice)
· Public: Helen Carter
Minutes from Sep, 2019 meeting – Terry Chatfield made a motion to accept as mailed, 2nd by Jeff Hicks, motion carried.
B) Report from Standing Committees
Observances:
a) Veterans Day 2019 - Monday Nov 11, 2019, at 11:00 AM – Terry covered
· Spence and Terry were at the park and they gave a tour to 10-15 children from a school and some individuals.
· Speaker at church was good, but it was a difficult topic for that audience considering we had so many children.
· Attendance was a little lower (about 200-250)
· MC was good, but needs to know ranks and other military terms better
· Booked again for next year at church
b) Gold Star Families Event (Dec 21, 2019) – Katie reported
· Katie needs to update date with Public Works, who had the 14th as the day
· Gold star families and wreaths are confirmed
· Tree will be decorated today following our meeting
b. Maintenance of Memorial – Charles and Katie
· The 25 new bricks were all installed before Veterans Day. 
· For next year, the form says cutoff for orders is July 31, so keep it as is.
A) 
B) 
C) [bookmark: _Hlk3986514]Unfinished business:
a) Moving Wall – will be covered in a separate meeting after this.
b) Hometown Heroes (banners around town) – tabled for now, due to activity on the Wall.
D) New business: Nothing
E) Reports of Vets Organizations:
a. VFW, Aux – Bob Carter
· Bob has been busy with Santa duty
· Christmas parade was cancelled
· Working joining with Legion on giving Town awards
b. AL, SAL, Riders, Aux – Terry Chatfield
· Fire Fighter and Police Officer of the year will be jointly honored at Dec meeting.  Our new Mayor has been invited. 
· Participating with VFW in the Raleigh Veterans Day parade 
· On Dec 5, the Garner Senior Center packed up about 100 shoe boxes for veterans at VA.  Town give us a grant every year to do this.  They will be distributed on Dec 12th and 14th.  And Meals on Wheels will be dropped off for distribution to shut ins. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Close at 10:22 AM and will meet again on Monday March 9, 2020 at 0900 White Deer Park.
