TOWN OF GARNER
Parks, Recreation & Cultural Resources
Advisory Meeting Minutes
Date: February 18, 2019

Date and Time: Pursuant to the Bylaws governing the Garner Parks, Recreation & Cultural Resources Advisory Committee, a meeting of the Advisory Committee was held on February 18, 2019 at 6pm. 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call: The meeting was called to order at 6:05pm.  The committee members present were: Lisa Sullivan– Chair, Bob Deaton- Vice Chair, Ernestine Durham, Byron Wade, Althea Boone, Beverly Adams, Elmo Vance, Darlene Duncan- Sr Citizens Advisory Liaison and Ken Marshburn- Council Liaison. Staff members present were: Sonya Shaw- Director, Rob Smith- Assistant Director, Brittany Washington- Events Coordinator, Debbie Dunn- Cultural Arts and Events Manager, and Sara Shaw – Recreation Program Specialist. Committee members absent were Chris O’Connor 

2. Approval of the February Agenda:
a. Ms. Adams made the motion to approve the agenda and Ms. Durham seconded the motion.
b. The Agenda was unanimously approved by the committee. 

3. Approval of the November Meeting Minutes: 
a. Ms. Durham motioned to approve the Minutes and Ms. Boone seconded the motion.
b. The Minutes were unanimously approved by the committee.

4. Petitions and Comments from the Public:  None

5. Committee Members Concerns/Comments:  
a. Mr. Marshburn noted that due to the amount of rain the area had received recently the main road into Lake Benson Park had become very laden with potholes, making it hard to traverse.  Mr. Marshburn suggested maybe adding some more gravel and re-grading the road.
b. Dr. Shaw added that the area near shelter #2 has a number of potholes and standing water that has been reported to Public Works for repair.

6. Senior Advisory Committee: 
i. Ms. Duncan noted that the Senior Center is currently working on recertification and had recently created a new brochure.  She also mentioned that registration for the Wake County Senior Games was open. 

7. Reports/Discussion Items:
a.  Christmas Parade Update
i. Ms. Washington reported to the committee that after the 2018 Christmas Parade the department received complaints and concerns from parade goers and participants about the Sons of Confederate Veterans entry (SCV).  After doing some research on parades in a 4-county area (including Wake, Orange, Durham and Johnston counties), Ms. Washington found that only 5 out of 31 Christmas Parades were organized by municipalities. Garner is 1 of 5 municipalities within Wake, Johnston, and Orange County where Parks and Recreation Department plans, coordinates, and implements the parade (Knightdale, Selma, Smithfield, and Durham parks and recreation departments coordinate their parades respectively).

In addition to the Garner parade, SCV participate in the Wake Forest Christmas parade, which is hosted by a downtown organization. 

Ms. Washington outlined a few solutions which included maintaining the Town and PRCR Department goals and values of  promoting safe, family-friendly events and only allowing the American Flag in parades, with the exception of marching band flags and the North Carolina state flag. Another option discussed amongst the committee was finding a local agency to host the event such a local non-profit, the Garner Chamber or the Downtown Garner Association.
ii. Dr. Shaw stated that in 2010, the department met with the Town attorney to discuss the SCV parade entry, who reported that it was the group’s 1st Amendment Right to participate. 
iii. Joseph Brant, a citizen who was concerned about the entry, stated that the Town of Garner Parade application states that the Town has the right to deny and that no “issue” oriented entries may not be permitted.   
iv. Ms. Sullivan expressed concern regarding 1st Amendment Rights, and that restricting who can enter could lead to a slippery slope with other groups in the future. 
v. Mr. Brant informed the committee that there had been Supreme Court Cases where the court had ruled against such groups as the SCV, and by allowing them into the parade it seemed like the Town was endorsing the group. 
vi. Ms. Adams asked if we had consulted with the Town attorney this year, and Dr. Shaw stated the department was working with attorney but wanted to get direction from the committee as well.  
vii. Mr. Deaton questioned if Downtown organizations and Chambers would have a little more leniency in their policies, and Ms. Boone questioned when the Town took it over.  Dr. Shaw stipulated that private organizations have more discretion over the entry/selection process for parade applicants than local governments. Mr. Smith stated that the Town took the parade over in 2005 because the Jaycees were unable to continue due to declining membership. 
viii. Mr. Marshburn stated that any citizen/elected official would be concerned with safety and liked the idea, along with committee members, of only allowing the American Flag.
ix. Mr. Brant said if the Town can deny any “issue” application how can it continue to allow and accept this entry.  He expressed concern that SCV might draw their own crowd creating a safety issue, and the presence of the confederate flag is threatening and creates an unwelcoming atmosphere. 
x. Ms. Sullivan again stated that she felt it was a 1st Amendment issue and that it could easily escalate causing other problems. 
xi. Dr. Shaw stated that we would continue to work with the Town attorney and update the committee in a few months. 
xii. Mr. Marshburn commended staff on pursuing this concern and the way in which the situation was handled.  
xiii. Dr. Shaw stated that given all the focus and attention on confederate monuments and daily dialogue in the news media, the department would seek the Attorney and Council direction to address parade complaints and concerns.
  
b. New Park Property
i. [bookmark: _GoBack]Dr. Shaw informed the committee the Town was in the process of purchasing the Yeargan property off Garner Road for a future park.  The property features 78 acres which includes the pecan orchard and the house.  The Town could look to do early conceptual planning of the property with the PRCR department currently working on the 2019 PRCR Comprehensive Plan. 
ii. Mr. Marshburn noted that current council opinion was to keep the house, but it would be very expensive to update.
c. PRCR Comprehensive Plan
i. Dr. Shaw reported that the department is still working with consultants on the Comprehensive Plan.  Consultants are planning to meet with staff tomorrow to do a program assessment. Eventually, the consultants would like to meet with the Committee.  
d. Garner Recreation Center Update
i. Dr. Shaw informed the committee that there finally seemed to be noticeable movement at the new facility, gym floors are installed, and you can sense progress being made.  Per the contractor, tentative completion date is scheduled for March 29, but staff is meeting with contractors next week so the date may change. 
ii. Mr. Vance questioned if Town policy dictated always selecting the lowest bid.  Mr. Marshburn stated that it is customary to use the low bid, but those companies still must meet a criterion.  
e. Director’s Report
i. Mr. Smith distributed the 2018 Annual Report to committee members which highlights all the wonderful things the department accomplished in 2018.
ii. Mr. Smith informed the committee of two new hires, Rachel Lane- Marketing Coordinator and Christian Wood- Recreation Program Specialist. 
f. Citizen Inbox
i. Dr. Shaw stated she had received emails from citizens about adding mountain bike trails in Garner.  She encouraged them to share their interests when time came for pubic input in the Comprehensive Plan. 
ii. Mr. Marshburn asked what the minimal acreage for something like that would be, and Ms. Sullivan asked about the possibility at Meadowbrook.  
iii. Dr. Shaw noted that the mountain bike trail between Garner Recreation Park and Creech Road Park were about 3 miles, and that mountain bikers were very much interested in the terrain. 
g. Miscellaneous: None 
h. Announcements:  None 
i. Adjournment: 
i. Mr. Wade motioned to adjourn the meeting and Ms. Boone seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:30


