Town of Garner

Town Council Meeting
April 6, 2009
The Garner Town Council will meet in regular session at 7:00 P.M. on Monday, April 6, 2009 in the Town Council Meeting Room.

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Williams, Mayor Pro-Temp Kennedy, Council Members Behringer, Johns, Marshburn and Singleton

STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: Hardin Watkins, Town Manager, Rodney Dickerson, Assistant Town Manager, Bill Anderson, Town Attorney, Brad Bass, Planning Director, Lin Jones, Finance Director, Tony Beasley, Economic Development Director

CALL MEETING TO ORDER
PLEDGE OF ALLegiANce – Council Member Singleton

INVOCATION – Council Member Singleton 

INTRODUCTION OF mISS GARNER, chelsea ingram




     MISS GARNER OUTSTANDING TEEN, rachel chavez


pETITIONS AND cOMMENTS 

Glenn Barefoot, 1401 Benson Road, stated that he was representing himself and his neighbors regarding concerns about the construction and widening of Hwy 50. Mr. Barefoot expressed his concerns of the possible damage that they could face with losing some of the property to a drainage and electrical easement. He said the properties they are losing are in and around septic tank drain fields and there is approximately twenty-three feet of front yard they are losing. As for Mr. Barefoot, he said this will destroy part of the end of his drain field and for the other neighbors; more or less loss of their front yards may be involved.

Mr. Barefoot said they all have been in the city limits of Garner for years but have never had sewer available even though they paid their fair share of city taxes for all those years. Going south on Hwy 50, the sewer stops at the Garner Church of Christ, about three-hundred feet from his residence and is about six-hundred feet from Mr. Phil King’s property at 1413 Benson Road.

Their question is, in case septic tanks fail because of this construction, will the Town of Garner offer them a connection to the sewer that is not available at this time.  It seems a perfect time to install this line during the time of construction. Mr. Barefoot said they have always been in a donut hole in this area even though there is sewer all around us but not provided to them.

To give you a better idea of the locations, Mr. Earl McLamb’s address is 1387, Mr. Glenn Barefoot’s address is 1401, Mr. Ronald Thompson’s address is 1407 and Mr. Phil King’s address is 1413, all on Benson Road. Please be aware that Mr. King is the most distant from the sewer going south on Hwy 50. 
He is estimated to be six-hundred feet. However, Mr. King is only one-hundred feet from the State Employee's Credit Union, who has municipal sewer.
Mr. Barefoot said they are definitely left out in this area and want to know what the Town of Garner can do to help in case sewer is needed in the future.

Earl McLamb, 1387 Benson Road, stated that he is hooked up with water and sewer service. He also stated that his sewer line does not show up on any of the maps. He asked a question regarding who is responsible for installing the street lights. The Mayor responded that the Town of Garner is responsible for installing the street lights.

Town Manager, Hardin Watkins noted that Frank Powell, Town Engineer responded to Mr. Barefoot’s concerns providing history of the Town’s practices.
Action:
Mayor directed Mayor ProTem Kennedy and Council Member Marshburn to set up a Public Works Committee meeting. Invite the affected neighbors including Mr. Barefoot and Mr. McLamb. Meeting date to be determined.


adoption of agenda


Motion: 
Kennedy
Second: 
Marshburn
Vote:   
Unanimous

CONSENT

Minutes from the January 27, February 17, February 24, 2009

Action:
Approved of Minutes

Ordinance Establishing a Three-Way Stop Street Intersection 

Ordinance No. (2009) 3549 establishes a three-way stop street intersection at Lake Drive (westbound) and Hilltop Avenue as recommended by the Engineering Department.  

Action:
Adoption of Ordinance No. (2009) 3549

Resolution Amending the Town’s Pre-Tax Premium Plan 

This amendment reflects the inclusion of the new Children’s Health Insurance Program Reauthorization Act of 2009.  This new law requires employers and insurers to allow employees and dependents who are or become eligible under the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) or Medicaid to enroll in an employer plan (the Town’s BCBS plan) within 60 days of losing eligibility for the Medicaid or SCHIP program or within 60 days of being or becoming eligible for premium assistance under either program.  

Action:
Adoption of Resolution No. (2009) 2011
Motion:  
Kennedy
Second:  
Singleton
Vote:    
Unanimous

PUBLIC HEARINGS


Ordinance Adopting Annexation Petition for Good-Honey Bears Child

Development, ANX-09-01 

Presenter:
Brad Bass 

Action:
Adoption of Ordinance No. (2009) 3550
Motion: 
Singleton
Second: 
Kennedy
Vote:   
Unanimous
Ordinance Adopting Annexation Petition for Raleigh Orthopedic,

ANX-09-02 

Presenter:
Brad Bass

Action:
Adoption of Ordinance No. (2009) 3551
Motion: 
Marshburn
Second: 
Behringer
Vote:   
Unanimous

OLD/NEW BUSINESS

Town of Garner Traffic Calming Policy 
Presenter:
Rodney Dickerson

The purpose of this policy is to have guidelines and procedures that would provide for appropriate and consistent application of traffic calming measures on Town maintained streets in Garner.  This policy was presented to the Board at the January 27 Work Session. Effective date is July 1, 2009.
Council Member Marshburn asked if Greenbrier is the first to apply the Traffic Calming Policy. He asked if there are other situations that might apply for the Traffic Calming Policy.

Assistant Town Manager Dickerson responds that the Town looked at Avery Street, but the traffic counts determined that in this case it did not apply.

Mayor ProTem Kennedy stated that it has been a good summary and a long time getting here. Thanks to staff for all the hard work thus far and know let us see where it goes from here. The Town of Garner is ready to face the issues.

Council Member Johns asked if Greenbrier will be happy with this solution of traffic calming.

Assistant Town Manager Dickerson stated that staff looked for what was standard in this area. This was not done just for Greenbrier.

Council Member Behringer thanked Greenbrier residents for their input and patience in this matter. She stated that we have achieved good common goals together.

Assistant Town Manager Dickerson thanked all the departments for their hard work.

Action:  
Adoption of Traffic Calming Policy


Effective Date of July 1, 2009 
Motion:  
Johns
Second:  
Behringer
Vote:    
Unanimous
Appointment of Stephon Smith to the Garner Revitalization

Association 

Presenter:
Council Member Singleton
The Human Resources Committee met on March 17, 2009 and recommended appointment of Stephon Smith to the Garner Revitalization Association.

Action:
Approved Recommendation 
Motion:  
Singleton
Second:  
Johns
Vote:    
Unanimous

Committee Reports 

Manager Reports 
1.   Star Tracker
2.   Building Permit Activity

3.   Personnel Report – No Action 
4.   General Meeting on the Sidewalk Grant Project for Avery Street and Broughton Street will be held on April 16 from 5:30-7:30 at the Garner Senior Center. A presentation will be given by the Planning Department.
Attorney Reports - None

Council Reports

Council Member: Marshburn

· He recognized Tony Beasley, Economic Development Director on his award for being the United Way Outstanding Campaign Leader for Wake County.

· He asked a question on installing sidewalks

around the Town and possible installation on Vandora.
Town Manager Watkins stated that the pedestrian gaps will go in a planning model to be set up on a schedule. Over time, a list will be created and then forwarded to the consultant. The Town does have a long term plan for the gaps.

· There is a conflict with the Litter Sweep being on the same day the Garner Baseball Opening Day is. Next time check the schedule for opening day of Garner Baseball, so no further conflicts will occur.

· He stated that the City of Raleigh has a

potential plan to go to a tiered rate system. 

Council Member: Behringer

· She attended Stars on Stage and said there was a full house. The students who performed were amazing and had outstanding talent.

· She wanted to thank Paul Ray for a job well done. She had reported a house on 1508 Mechanical Blvd was in shambles. Mr. Ray contacted the owner, the owner complied and the house was torn down.
· On April 7th at 9:30 there will be a Ribbon Cutting for Tupperware’s new location on Donmoor Court off Mechanical Blvd. and all are welcome.
Council Member:  Kennedy

· He asked for an update to be put on the next agenda for what to do with the beaver problems. Do we ask for assistants with the Environmental Services?

· North Garner Market Analysis came in with twelve proposals. There was a pick of four firms and they are scheduled for review. There will be two reviews on April 15 and two on April 22.
· Solid Waste bid opening was on March 31 and the Town received four bids. Assistant Town Manager Dickerson will give a report to Council.
· He was advised that activity is stirring about the resurfacing project in Greenbrier.

Council Member: Singleton

· At the March 17th agenda meeting, Mr. Rich talked about stormwater issues and beaver control. What is the update on these two issues?

Assistant Town Manager Dickerson, Assistant Town Engineer, Tony Chalk and Inspector Paul Ray met with the Peacocks on site. The Peacocks agreed to do the work pertaining to the drainage problems and get with someone to trap the beavers. Raleigh is working with the Wildlife Commission who might be able to help with this problem. Unfortunately Wake County is not signed up for the Beaver Management Commission. High water may require waiting until the water levels have gone down and then try to clean out the blockage.
Inspector Paul Ray followed up with the Peacocks ten days after the meeting. There will be an update coming soon.

· He asked about sidewalk along Timber Drive to Thompson or other street to White Deer Park. What is the reason there are no tie ins with sidewalk. The sidewalk has ended at the right-of-way because of finances and potential for project delays. Council Member Singleton stated that we need to stay on schedule and go forward as needed.
· He asked if the Town can make connections to the school, Heather Hills, etc with sidewalks to White Deer Park.
· Regarding street lights for Mr. McLamb request, we need to find the cost first and then meet with NCDOT to discuss.

Council Member:  Johns

· On Main Street and St. Mary’s Street the asphalt is beginning to disintegrate.

Mayor: Ronnie Williams

· FYI to Council regarding any resident that might contact Council Members about fire ants. A drought causes them to appear.

Closed Session pursuant to N.C.G.C. 143-318.11 (a) (5) to discuss possible real estate acquisition and economic development.

Motion:  
Kennedy


Second:  
Singleton


Vote:    
Unanimous
The Council returned to Regular Session


Adjournment:  8:50


Motion: 
Kennedy


Second: 
Marshburn


Vote:   
Unanimous

Respectfully Submitted,

Catherine Reynolds

Deputy Town Clerk
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