Town of Garner

Town Council

April 21, 2009

The Garner Town Council met in regular session at 7:00 P.M. on Tuesday, April 21, 2009 in the Town Council Meeting Room

CALL MEETING TO ORDER

Attending:  Mayor Williams, Mayor ProTem Kennedy, Council Members Behringer, Johns, Marshburn and Singleton

PLEDGE OF ALLegiANce:  Matthew Stepps, Troop 392, Garner First Presbyterian Church

INVOCATION:
Dr. John Langham, Pastor Ernest Myatt Presbyterian Church

Council Member Johns introduced William Kauffman, and his mother Gail Phillips.  Mr. Kaufman is a student at Garner Senior High School and will be writing a story about the government process.

pETITIONS AND cOMMENTS: None
adoption of agenda:  As Presented 

Motion:
Kennedy

Second:
Singleton

Vote:

Unanimous
CONSENT

Minutes from the March 2, March 17, March 30, March 31 and April 6 Meetings 

Action:
Approval of Minutes

Wake County Tax Report, April, 2009

The Wake County Board of Commissioners has approved non-cash rebates for $ 4,494.34 for taxes from 2004 to 2008.  These actions occurred in the period from February 1, 2009 to February 29, 2009 and are presented for approval.

Action:
Approve Tax Releases

Motion:
Kennedy

Second:
Singleton

Vote:

Unanimous

End of Consent
Discussion of Removing Tree Located on Main Street in the Railroad Right-of-Way


In January 2009, the Planning Department was requested to evaluate a large cedar tree located in the North Carolina Railroad right-of-way along Garner Road near downtown in terms of whether or not it should be removed.   It has been concluded the tree’s main leader branch was cut several years ago causing the tree to grow out and continue to have more of a round look versus a vertical look.  North Carolina Railroad has approved removal of the tree and will allow us to replace it with 4 Crape Myrtles provided they are spaced 15 feet apart and does not exceed a height of 20 feet.   


Council Member Behringer said the Woman’s Club had agreed to donate the crepe myrtle trees which will help beautify the Garner Road area. 

Action:
Authorized Removal of Tree and Crepe Myrtle Replacements

Motion:
Behringer

Second:
Marshburn

Vote:

Unanimous
Contract between the Board of Elections and Town of Garner for 2009 Elections


This agreement allows the Board of Elections to conduct all elections for the Town of Garner at a cost estimated at $34,000.  This does not include costs for one-stop voting.

Action:
Authorize Execution of Contract

Motion:
Singleton

Second:
Kennedy
Vote:

Unanimous

Set One Stop Voting Schedule


The Town Council typically schedules one stop voting during an election year for the convenience of Garner citizens.  The schedule for 2009 runs from Thursday, October 15 to Saturday October 31 at 1:00 P.M.  A schedule of dates and times needs to be determined.

Action:
Scheduled for One Stop Voting to Begin Monday October 26 through Saturday October 31; Monday through Friday 3:00 PM to 7:00 PM and Saturday 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM

Motion:
Singleton

Second:
Kennedy

Vote:

Unanimous
Committee Reports 


Council Member Behringer attended the Wake County Smart Growth Committee.  Suggestions were made to ask the Wake County Mayors’ Association to move toward signing off on all legislative bills.  Some discussion was held regarding the school system.  The last meeting will be held in May. 

Manager Reports 

1. Star Tracker:  Mr. Watkins noted that item #2009 – 26 regarding flooding on Lakeside Drive has been updated.  Mr. Dickerson said this issue was presented to the Council at a recent meeting regarding flooding on Lakeside Drive.  Some of the flooding has been contributed to beavers.  As suggested by Council Member Kennedy the item was presented to the Wake County Environmental Services Committee. Also attending the meeting was David Woodward who is an expert on beaver habitats.  Wake County agreed to look into the problem.  Wake County will likely be asked to participate as a part of a beaver management program.  Mr. Peacock, who owns property in the area has cleared debris and  cleaned drainage pipes.  Mr. Woodward met staff in the area and said he feels there are two beavers living there and can be removed easily.  


Mr. Dickerson said he has found out that this is a countywide problem.  He added that he has been updating Mr. Rich on a weekly basis. Council Member Kennedy commended Mr. Dickerson for getting to the heart of the matter. 

2.
Mr. Dickerson reported there were approximately 80 participants at the Spring Litter Sweep on Saturday.  He commended Jaclyn Sumner for her organization of the project.   

3.
Mr. Dickerson presented a request to the Garner Chamber Board of Directors to adopt a Resolution supporting the League’s position on annexation. They agreed to support the proposal.

4.
Invested Funds

5.
Financial Report

6.
Zoning Enforcement Report

7.
Sign Enforcement Report

8.
Edward Byrne Memorial Competition Grant Program for Police Department.  Staff is in the process of applying for four staff positions through federal grants. A request for a Crime Analyst and a Crime Victim Advocate is due on April 27. There will be no costs within the first year, 15% the second year and 100% the third year. The third position is a patrol officer through the COPS grant. The fourth is a Traffic Safety Officer through the Governor’s Highway Safety Program grant.  No money would be added in the 2009 – 2010 budget. If all four positions are granted, $26,000 needs to be budgeted for next year. If we are awarded the grants, staff will ask the Council to consider the additional money at a later time.
9.
Aversboro/Vandora Road Sidewalks. Great progress is being made. 

10.
The Greenbrier Resurfacing project is underway. The patching is almost complete and weather permitting; they will begin paving next week.

11.
Mr. Watkins reminded the Council of the on-line survey for the Transportation Plan. He encouraged everyone to complete this survey at gogarner.org.  

12.
Mr. Bass said he met with residents affected by the Avery Street Community Development Block Grant Sidewalk Project on April 16.  He said he received some feedback from Powell Drive residents regarding drainage concerns.  The total project cost is $230,000; Wake County will pay 80%. The Town will pay 20% in addition to costs for temporary easements.  Mr. Bass said there will be a second meeting with residents when the engineering drawings are available. Mr. Bass requested a letter to Wake County authorizing this project.

Council Members Behringer and Singleton said this sidewalk will be used by North Garner students. Council Member Kennedy said he is glad to see a good working relationship with Wake County.

The Council authorized staff to move forward with the approval letter to be signed by Mr. Watkins.

Attorney Reports - None 



Council Reports

Council Member Marshburn

· He reported a complaint regarding a visual barrier at Timber Drive and New Rand. He asked if this could be moved.

· He commented on Senate Bill 1001 in which the State is proposing to turn highway maintenance over to the local municipalities.  He said the Raleigh City Council has written a letter of opposition.  He said he would be in favor of the Garner Council adopting a Resolution opposing this Bill.

· He said he was glad to have had an opportunity to meet Senator Malone, who passed away on Saturday.  He said Senator Malone was always open and willing to hear concerns of others. He wanted to publicly acknowledge his appreciation and said he was glad to have known him.

· The State of Garner sponsored by Triangle Business was a good reflection on our town and he appreciated those with speaking roles.

· Garner Baseball was well attended and it was heartwarming to see kids come out on opening day.  

Council Member Behringer

· She echoed Council Member Marshburn’s comments on the Triangle Business event about Garner.

· She reported tall grass on Garner Road between Avery Street and Penny Street.  Some of it needs to be trimmed on the Town side.

· She shared e-mail from Deborah Ross about resurfacing of Creech Road.  Council Member Behringer said she does not feel Creech Road needs to be resurfaced, except a small portion near Fox Hollow Road, which is in Raleigh.  Problems with New Rand Road and the need for resurfacing have brought to Council for ten years and we have not been able to get NCDOT to make New Rand Road resurfacing a priority.  Rep. Ross suggested we send a letter to NCDOT asking them to make this a priority.  The Council agreed to send a letter to Secretary Conti and a copy to Wally Bowman.  Council Member Singleton said New Rand to US 70 is in very bad shape as well as from NC 50 and Garner Road.  He said resurfacing all of New Rand Road would be less costly than that portion of Creech Road.  The Board agreed to also mention the Timber Drive Extension schedule, sections of Vandora Springs Road, Buffaloe near NC 50 and Buffaloe near Old Scarborough Lane. The Council requested staff to keep the Garner delegation involved. Council Member Behringer said one of her concerns is where the idea to resurface Creech Road was originated and how it became a priority.  Mayor Williams requested the letter be signed by all of the Council Members.

Council Member Johns

· He asked about the status of assessment collections in the Bainbridge subdivision.  Mr. Anderson said with the exception of three or four property owners, it is going well and most of the assessments have been collected.  Council Member Johns asked Mr. Anderson to keep him posted.  

· He would like to discuss at a work session the possibility of beginning a four-day workweek on a trial basis.

Council Member Singleton

· He said the Town needs to begin cleaning the underbrush on the property the Town just purchased.

· He reported large potholes on Mechanical Drive where Loop Road intersects and at Loop Road and Dynamic Drive.

· He said he is glad to see the progress being made on the Vandora Springs Road/Aversboro Road sidewalk project.

Mayor ProTem Kennedy

· He suggested the Public Works Committee meet at 4:00 PM on April 28 before the Council Work Session.  He asked that staff contact the property owners and that the Town Engineer visit the property before the meeting.

Mayor Williams

· He reminded everyone of the Chamber Expo on Thursday at Garner United Methodist Church

· He asked that anyone interested in riding together to Sen. Malone’s Wake to meet at Town Hall at 5:30.

Adjournment:
8:15

Motion:
Kennedy

Vote:

Unanimous
Respectfully Submitted,

Judy Bass


